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the Global corporation.
Walgreens replied to the lawsuit,

saying it was improperly filed for
several reasons: it was filed in the

settlement.”
Walgreens argued in this filing

that the plaintiff – ECB/Omni –
contributed to the damages, acted in
a way that added to the damages
and caused “misrepresentation of
property” amounting to the plaintiff’s
“intentional, criminal and fraudulent”
behavior and that it had failed to
perform as promised.

ECB/Omni ultimately dismissed
its complaint, apparently after an out
of court settlement was reached,
according to a dismissal notice filed
with Riverside County Superior
Court on Aug. 16, 2004 (Case
#RIC 404390).

the secretive group.
Jason Chism is described as a

resident of Orange County and as a
person doing business as Chism
Mechanical, Inc.

The lawsuit filed by ECB/Omni
states:

“…(B)eginning on or about June
28, 2004 and continuing up through
approximately October 08, 2004,
plaintiff (ECB/Omni) provided
HVAC equipment parts materials
and/or supplies to a work of im-
provement known and described as
“GOLDEN ERA PRODUCTIONS,
(on) Highway 79, City of Gilman
Hot Springs, County of Riverside …
The agreed upon price was and is
$19,599.57.”

ECB said Omni provided
everything it was contracted to
provide but “Defendant Chism has
breached the agreement by failing to
fully pay….”

In any case, while the main part
of the case sought redress, it is the
Golden Era’s property that ECB
seeks to attach.

Official records show that –
two months after it was filed – the
court “dismissed entire action” April
25, 2005 – “with prejudice.”

That is to say, it could never
be refiled.

It was a dead matter dead
forever and gone to Scientology
heaven, wherever that may be.

However, in a subsequent
action Beard Hobbs, attorney for
ECB/Omni, sought and the court
clerk signed a default judgment
May 3, 2005  — one month after
the dismissal — against Chism
Commercial HVAC Refrigeration,
Jason Chism and Golden Era
Productions. No dollar amount was
cited in the default judgment (Case
#HEC0188303).

wrong venue, or court district; it was
filed after the applicable statute of
limitations had expired; and that the
damages cited were “released and
extinguished” by reason of a prior

Walgreens accused ECB/

Omni of contributing to the

damages and of failing to

perform as promised.

running through Aug. 31, 2003
HVAC gear was provided to Global
for a Walgreen’s distribution project
in Moreno Valley.

Deliveries totaled some
$405,000 ECB alleged, of which
$177,000 was not paid.

Credit was stopped on April 1,
2003 and ECB launched efforts to
collect.

The company filed a mechanic’s
lien with the county recorder’s office
on Sept. 8, 2003.

Also named as a defendant in the
lawsuit was James C. Whitener, a
principal shareholder and officer of

Cont’d from page 1

Court actions

unable to determine the type and
form of Golden Era Productions, a
quick Google of the name shows the
Southern California production
company advertises itself as a part of
the controversial Church of
Scientology, brainchild of science
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard. The
company “is a special organization…
that produces promotional material
for the Church’s membership, as well
as many of the restored lectures, E-
meters, training films and other materi-
als related to the scriptures or works of
church founder L. Ron Hubbard.”

The grounds of Golden Era
Studios are said to also be the home
of many high church officials includ-
ing David Miscavige, the chairman of
the board of the Church’s technology
center.

The court action seeks, among
other things, to slap a mechanic’s on

Cont’d from page 1
Global
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Omni Duct Systems’s
name shows up among
many other contractors and
subcontractors who have
had complaints lodged by
or against them with the
state of California General
Services Department, state
documents showed.

A Nov. 21, 2003
directive from William J.
Jeffords, director of the
Department of General
Services was some 15
pages long.

It listed complaints of
unpaid subcontractor
invoices by various con-
tractors of amounts ranging
from a measurable
$308,000 all the way down
to a measly $2,700.

Omni Duct Systems
was named on the list
several times.  The lastest
complaint was on June 20,
2003 regarding work done
at the Administration
Building 101 Occupant
Relocation project in
Riverside, Calif., records
showed.

The company lodged a
complaint alleging that
contractor Douglas E.
Barnhart owed them
$7464.04.

Omni files
claim in Calif.
for payment

With their litigation woes, when does
Omni Duct have time to do business?

Over the years, Omni Duct
Systems and the related ECB
Corporation have experienced their
share of litigation troubles.  This
kind of record might be cause for
current and potential customers to
take a closer look at the company’s
record.

The Contractors Critic views
court cases and liens as a plague on

our construction industry.  Con-
tractors, employees, employee
organizations and customers
should be working together and
settling their differences outside of
the courthouse.  However, the
trend in our industry is towards
more lawsuits— not fewer.   As
the Engineering News-Record of
February 15, 1999, editorialized:

If your only tool is a hammer, then every problem will look like a
nail.  When it comes to the construction industry, the main dis-
pute resolution tool remains a lawyer, and every disagreement
still looks like a lawsuit.... Lawsuits go against the basic nature of
the industry. Construction is not an individual endeavor ... but
rather a business of team building....  Successful teams and
projects are built on the strengths of each member, while law-
suits and unsuccessful projects are founded on the weaknesses
of team members ... and a decade or more may pass before
there is any resolution of a dispute by the courts, leaving no one
a winner.  Some industry sources claim that the tide of dispute
resolution may be turning back towards the courts.  This may
indicate that the [construction] industry has become too compla-
cent ... to combat creeping litigiousness.

The Critic could not agree
more with this editorial.  These
concerns are why The Critic
devotes much of its resources to
researching and publishing details
on litigation in the construction
industry.  We feel that the sheer
number and types of these lawsuits
should be of grave concern to
every contractor and construction
customer.

Some contractors say that they
have never sued a customer.  That
type of contractor is a rare excep-
tion.  Some contractors will sue
over trifling amounts and issues
that could be otherwise settled.
Those types of lawsuits are ruining
the construction industry and The
Critic feels that publicizing con-
struction litigation could lead to
less litigation.

Details of Omni Duct Systems and ECB Corporation’s

litigious history are highlighted on the following pages.



– Omni Duct Systems tech, Mike
Delawder on the company’s March
Madness internet filtering system.
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The following lawsuits are just a sampling of ECB Corpora-
tion/Omni Duct Systems voluminous and varied legal problems.

From the docket

Omni Duct Systems made
national news during the March
Madness basketball tournament
earlier this year.

NBC and other news outlets
reported that the company
blocked employees internet
access to the event’s scores.  It
seems Omni Duct Systems set up
a block on any sports related
internet inquiries to prevent
employees from getting tempted
to check the basketball scores.
“Basically, if it’s got the word
‘sports’ in it, it just blocks it out,”
Omni Duct Systems tech Mike

Omni generates
furor over March
Madness policy

ECB Corporation, as Omni Duct Systems  v. Gary A. Farajian; Case
#04W00342; Filed 3/3/04; Los Angeles County (Calif.) Superior Court;
Dismissed 4/5/04.

ECB Corporation v. TDS Mechanical, Inc., et al; Case #104CVL013995;
Filed 2/9/04; Santa Clara County (Calif.) Municipal Court; $13,164 demand;
Outcome not yet known.

Nationwide Traffic Services v. ECB Corporation; Case #03S04660; Filed
Oct. 23, 2003; Los Angeles County (Calif.) Superior Court; Judge ruled
ECB owed no money to Nationwide Traffic.

General Air Conditioning Inc. v. Orion Construction, et al; Case
#GIC787441; Filed 4/26/02; San Diego County (Calif.) Superior Court;
Dismissed 3/29/04; Omni one of 15 defendants in the case.

ECB Corporation v. Lateef Mohammad, Ramay Air Conditioning and
Super Nu-Life Products, Inc.; Case #01CD01566; Filed 5/9/01; Los
Angeles County (Calif.) Superior Court, West Covina branch; Dismissed 9/
12/01.

ECB Corporation v. Baltimore Life Insurance; Case #01-cv-00197;
Refiled 2/12/01; U.S. District Court, Central District Division; Terminated
4/29/02.

ECB Corporation, (a.k.a. Omni Duct Systems) v. Baltimore Life Insur-
ance, et al; Case #00CC15411; Filed 12/22/00; Orange County (Calif.)
Superior Court

Sheetmetal Workers International Association v. Omni Duct Systems
Co.; Case # 94-CV-00743-GLT-EE; Filed 8/17/94; U.S. District

Court Central District (Southern Division – Santa Ana (Calif.);
Dismissed with prejudice 10/14/94.

ECB Corporation v. James D. Mocciaro and Faith Me-
chanical, et al; Case #716575; Filed 8/30/93; Orange County

(Calif.) Superior Court; ECB granted $48,417 by default judg-
ment on 5/25/94.

ECB Corporation v. Wingate Air Condition; Case #80946; Filed 7/9/92;
Orange County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; neither monetary
demand nor outcome was stated.

Delawder explains.
But the no-sports policy

had some management and
labor attorneys question-
ing whether the policy
was ultimately good for
the company.

Jim Holland, an attorney out
of Kansas City wondered whether
the block was going a little too far.
He suggested that companies

 “Basically, if it’s got
the word ‘sports’ in it,
it just blocks it out,”

March Madness cont’d on page 5 From the docket cont’d on page 5



Cont’d from page 4

From the docket

ECB Corporation v. Air Supply Heating & Air Conditioning; Case #77375;
Filed 4/8/92; Orange County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; $5,963
demanded.

ECB Corporation v. La Sierra Heating & Air Conditioning; Case #77374;
Filed 4/8/92; Orange County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; $6,484
demanded.

ECB Corporation v. Pellco Mechanical Services; Case #75997; Filed 3/3/92;
Orange County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; $2,714 demanded.

ECB Corporation v. Renell Mechanical; Case #75711; Filed 2/25/92; Orange
County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; $8,036 demanded.

ECB Corporation v. Intra America Foundation; Case #75383; Filed 2/18/92;
Orange County (Calif.) Municipal Court, North District; no monetary amount
demanded.
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“take steps to make sure
employees can follow the
games and set up office pools
with moderation.” While
Holland agreed that companies
will loose some productivity, in
the end “employers are gaining
something from it from the
standpoint of morale in the
office.”

Omni Duct Systems’s
radical behavior certainly isn’t
the norm.  NBC noted that
other, larger companies, such
as America Online, allow
employees to keep up with
March Madness scores.

OSHA investigates
Omni job accident

The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA)
was recently called out to an
Omni Duct Systems facility after a
workplace accident was re-
ported.

The accident took place on
Dec. 12, 2003 at their facility in
West Sacramento, Calif.

The investigation is still open
and therefore only limited infor-
mation about the accident is
available. OSHA has assigned
four violations of safety laws
against Omni and have issued an
initial fine amount of $1,280
(Inspection #120344130).

Cont’d from page 4

March Madness

In a tersly worded, two-sentence letter from the CEO of contrac-
tor Douglas E. Barnhart, Inc., the executive made it clear that the
company was no longer to do business with Omni Duct Systems.

The letter begins, “This letter will advise that it is a decision of the
Barnhart Corporation that we want no materials supplied by Omni-
Duct on any Barnhart projects.”

The scathing directive concluded, “The undersigned is quite
serious regarding this issue and will not award future contracts to
anyone using Omni Duct.”

Copies of this serious letter were sent to “All Barnhart Project
Managers, Engineers, Vice Presidents and Officers,” which pretty
much covers everyone who makes a decision within the company.

For any respectable contractor,
it can’t get worse than this

“The undersigned is quite serious regarding
this issue and will not award future contracts

to anyone using Omni Duct.”
- Letter from Douglas Barnhart, CEO of Douglas E. Barnhart, Inc.
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•  Lien #050184195 was recorded Jan. 25, 2005 for $1,381 against
Pendragon Partners, of Long Beach, Calif. and Retrofit Service Co. in
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. for property known as Gladstone’s 4 Fish
project.

•  Lien #050999811 was recorded April 28, 2005 for $3,251.51 against
Shulamit Harel, trustee of Joseph Harel and Shulamit Harel Trust of
Culver City, Calif., and Versatile Mechanical of Bermuda Dunes for
property known as the Black Market project.

•  Lien #042582003 was recorded Oct. 6, 2004 for $2,630.04 against
Donald Abbey of Bradbury, Calif., and Pratt Cooling & Heating of
Monrovia, Calif. on property commonly known as the Donald – Bradbury
project in Los Angeles.

•  Lien #042108720, filed Aug. 16, 2004 for $3,829.44 and against
Bulgarian-American Cultural Education Society of Glendale, Calif. and
Polar Air of Camarillo, Calif. for a work of improvement commonly known
as the Bulgarian-America Cultural Education project in Los Angeles,
Calif.

•  Lien #041908230 was recorded July 26, 2004 for $2,713.47 against
Mission Promenade, LLC and Air Max Conditioning of Menifee, Calif. for
property commonly known as the Mission Promenade Building B project
in Pomona, Calif.

•  Lien #040271312 was recorded Feb. 5, 2004 for $6,024.12, against
Air-Tek, (a.k.a. Clay Dunn Enterprises) of Carson, Calif. for property
commonly known as the Price Waterhouse Coopers project.

•  Lien #040022711, recorded Jan. 5, 2004 for $1,921.15, was filed
against Calabee’s of Brea, Calif., for property commonly known as
Applebee’s – Alhambra project.

•  Lien #033864538, recorded Dec. 22, 2003 for $7,735.55 was filed
against El Centro Loretto, LP c/o Involve Philippine Am and Environ-
mental Comfort Systems of Canoga Park, Calif., for property com-
monly known as the El Centro Loretto Apartments project in Los
Angeles, Calif.

•  Lien #033808484 was filed Dec. 15, 2003 for $1,920.55, against Mike
Hammer of Santa Fe Springs, Calif. and Randal Spahr of Pomona, Calif.,
for property commonly known as the Hammer Mill project in Santa Fe
Springs, Calif.

ECB files multiple liens in Southern California
Liens are an often-used device to

ensure payment to contractors and
subcontractors (creditors) for
services and materials provided to
customers (debtors).

Almost two dozen filed by ECB
Corporation are reported in this issue
of the Contractors Critic. In the three
years between 2002 and 2005
ECB’s Omni Duct Systems filed 22
mechanics’ liens attaching other
people’s property in just one county.
All the liens listed were filed in the
Orange County assessor’s office in
Anaheim, Calif.

Liens were created in law long
ago for the reasonable purpose of
protecting honest businesses and
laborers from unscrupulous custom-
ers who don’t want to pay.  But, like
any other well-intentioned benefit,
liens can — and have — been
abused.

Filing liens and civil actions
against other contractors and con-
struction customers is a very serious
matter.  A lien against your property
can mean that a bank will not loan
you money against your property and
under some circumstances, can lead
to a bank foreclosure.

Looking at the unusual number of
liens ECB Corporation has repeat-
edly imposed upon unknowing
customers raises the reasonable
question whether ECB and its
owners are among the worst abusers.

This in turn causes the Contrac-
tors Critic to advise customers in the
construction industry to look long
and hard at contractors’ record of
slapping liens and perhaps consider
protecting themselves in advance by

requiring ECB to waive its right to
impose liens even before work
begins.

If everyone is honest, there
should be no problem, right?

To give the reader an idea of
the scope of lien abuses in the
United States consider this: Google
the word “lien” and you will find

ECB liens cont’d on page 11





ECB Corporation/ Omni Duct Systems

1700 S. Lewis St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

Phone: 714 385-8900
www.omniduct.com

Robert Brumleu, President
Steven G. Philp, COO

Warren Florence, CFO

Source Notes

LASER, INC.

The information contained in The Contractor's Critic does not reflect a complete history of the business practices of ECB Corporation/
Omni Duct Systems.  LASER is publishing information that contractors do not and will not publish about themselves.  LASER

has relied on the public record to present this information to the public in an effort to promote safety, productivity, honesty,
and environmental compliance in the construction industry.

ECB Corporation/Omni Duct Systems has been given the opportunity to review this material for errors and inaccuracies.  As of publication,
ECB Corporation/Omni Duct Systems has not made any specific suggestions or refuted any specific information in this publication.

LASER, Inc. will continue to seek and publish additional data.
For more information, please contact James Wilson at (530) 846-6352 or online at laserinc@laser-inc.com

Visit LASER’s website at www.laser-inc.com

LEGAL AND SAFETY EMPLOYER RESEARCH

654 Kentucky St., Gridley, California  95948 Ph. 530-846-6352
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Corporate Information

www.lermanet.com/scientologynews/sptimes/spt-
manbehind-gold.html.
CA Department of General Services; Complaints
against Omni Duct Systems; 11/21/03; William J.
Jefferds, Director.  http://www.documents.dgs.ca.gov/
Legi/Publications/2003Reports/
ContractorComplaintsReport2002-03.pdf.

CORPORATE INFORMA TION:
ECB Corporation, Business Report. Dun &  Bradstreet.
http://www.dnb.com.
OMNI Duct Systems, Business Report. Dun &
Bradstreet. http://www.dnb.com.
ECB Corp.; Business Report, California Business Portal;
7/31/06; http://kepler.ss.ca.gov.

LITIGA TION:
ECB/Omni Duct Systems v. Global Industrial
Contractors, et al, Case #RIC 404390; Filed 8/16/04;
Riverside County Superior Court.
ECB Corp. d/b/a Omni Duct Systems v. Chism
Commercial HVAC Refrigeration, Inc., Jason
Chism and Golden Era Productions; Case
#HEC0188303; Filed 2/3/05; Riverside County Supe-
rior Court.
For More Litigation see pages 4-5.

LIENS:
See Pages 6-7 for more information on ECB
Corporation’s liens.

OSHA:
OSHA information obtained through OSHA web site:
http://www.osha.gov.
Inspection #120344130

ARTICLES:
Editorial; Engineering News-Record; 2/15/99.
“No work please,” it’s basketball time; Effie
Rover; 3/27/06; Glow Region; http://
www.glowregion.com.

MISCELLANEOUS:
Golden Era Productions; information found on-line at
www.scientologytoday.org/Common/question/pg41.htm
Golden Era Productions; information found on-line at


